way of life your ancestors handed down was not paid in anything corruptible, neither in
silver nor gold, but in the precious blood of a lamb without spot or stain, namely Christ;
who, though known since before the world was made, has been revealed only in our time,
the end of the ages, for your sake. Through him you now have faith in God, who raised him
from the dead and gave him glory for that very reason – so that you would have faith and
hope in God.
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Lord Jesus, explain the Scriptures to us. Make our hearts burn within us as you taLuke to us.Alleluia!
Gospel: =Luke 24:13-35
Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village called Emmaus, seven miles from
Jerusalem, and they were talking together about all that had happened. Now as they talked this over,
Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; but something prevented them from recognising
him. He said to them, ‘What matters are you discussing as you walk along?’ They stopped short, their
faces downcast Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You must be the only person
staying in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have been happening there these last few
days.’ ‘What things?’ he asked. ‘All about Jesus of Nazareth’ they answered ‘who proved he was a
great prophet by the things he said and did in the sight of God and of the whole people; and how our
chief priests and our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, and had him crucified. Our
own hope had been that he would be the one to set Israel free. And this is not all: two whole days
have gone by since it all happened; and some women from our group have astounded us: they went to
the tomb in the early morning, and when they did not find the body, they came back to tell us they
had seen a vision of angels who declared he was alive. Some of our friends went to the tomb and
found everything exactly as the women had reported, but of him they saw nothing..Then he said to
them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe the full message of the prophets! Was it not ordained that
the Christ should suffer and so enter into his glory?’ Then, starting with Moses and going through all
the prophets, he explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures that were about himself.
When they drew near to the village to which they were going, he made as if to go on; but they
pressed him to stay with them. ‘It is nearly evening’ they said ‘and the day is almost over.’ So he
went in to stay with them. Now while he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the
blessing; then he broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognised
him; but he had vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn
within us as he talked to us on the road and explained the scriptures to us?’They set out that instant
and returned to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven assembled together with their companions,
who said to them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.’ Then they told
their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised him at the breaking of
bread.First Reading- Acts 2:14,22-33On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and
addressed the crowd in a loud voice: ‘Men of Israel, listen to what I am going to say: Jesus the
Nazarene was a man commended to you by God by the miracles and portents and signs that God
worked through him when he was among you, as you all know. This man, who was put into your
power by the deliberate intention and foreknowledge of God, you took and had crucified by men
outside the Law. You killed him, but God raised him to life, freeing him from the pangs of Hades; for
it was impossible for him to be held in its power since, as David says of him:
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I saw the Lord before me always, for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me. So
my heart was glad and my tongue cried out with joy; my body, too, will rest in the hope
that you will not abandon my soul to Hades nor allow your holy one to experience
corruption. You have made known the way of life to me, you will fill me with gladness
through your presence. ‘Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself is dead
and buried: his tomb is still with us. But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had
sworn him an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne, what he
foresaw and spoke about was the resurrection of the Christ: he is the one who was not
abandoned to Hades, and whose body did not experience corruption. God raised this man
Jesus to life, and all of us are witnesses to that. Now raised to the heights by God’s right
hand, he has received from the Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised, and what you see
and hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.’
Responsorial Psalm: - Psalm 15(16):1-2,5,7-11
Show us, Lord, the path of life.
Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you.
I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God.
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup;
it is you yourself who are my prize.’
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel,
who even at night directs my heart.
I keep the Lord ever in my sight:
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm..
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;
even my body shall rest in safety.
For you will not leave my soul among the dead,
nor let your beloved know decay.
You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness for ever.
Second Reading: = 1 Peter 1:17-21
If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no favourites and judges everyone
according to what he has done, you must be scrupulously careful as long as you are living
away from your home. Remember, the ransom that was paid to free you from the useless

In today's gospel we see two disciples on the road to Emmaus. In normal
circumstance, they were not supposed to talk to strangers. Suddenly one interrupts
their discussion. Rude? Wait until he calls them 'foolish men' after asking them,
"What matters are you talking about?" Of course, about Jesus of Nazareth and
about God. God continues to reveal himself in every circumstance of our lives. He
is ever near! What does the story of the ‘On the road to Emmaus’ mean to us?
Those who have converted to the Catholic Faith
have sometimes recalled when the moment
came in their lives that they felt drawn to our
Faith. Sometimes, a Bible reading, a priest’s
homily, a situation in life makes us question our
personal faith or ensures in us to see somethings
differently in how we believe in God our Father.
These could create a crossroads in our lives in
faith; we then hopefully see life’s meaning
clearer.
He explained the Scriptures to them. They recognised Him at the Breaking of
Bread. Let us recognise Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and in the brokenness of
our dream world, in whatever circumstance we find ourselves. Let us welcome his
presence in our hearts, our homes, in that awkward member of the family; in your
neighbourhood, in the apparent stranger, those who suffer and the dying Let us
respect God's presence in the environment and our planet earth; in everything that
exists. Let us see Christ in All things and All things in Christ.
We ask for your Prayers: For those who are sick in mind and body, in our parish
family, our own family, the people of Tetbury and Cirencester.
For those who have died recently especially of the Corona virus and all whose
anniversaries are at this time.
In our Diocesan prayer link we remember the priest and parishioners of St Patrick
Church, Corsham. We pray for Pope Francis, Bishop Declan, Bishops, Fr Philip,
Priests, Religious and Deacons.
Looking at the Liturgical diary, this week we celebrate the Feast of St Catherine of
Sienna on Wednesday and the Memorial of St Athanasius on Saturday.
Readings of the day can be found on the Clifton Cathedral website: Faith; todays
readings.
Parish Finances: Thank you to all those who continue to support our parishes
through standing order; this is a great way to support your parish. If you don not

currently donate this way; it is easy to do, whether you pay tax and ‘Gift Aid’ your
contribution or not, please email the parish office and a form will be sent to you. A
cheque made payable for your parish would also be most welcome. Make the
cheque payable to the parish and put through the door of St peter’s or the post box
for St Michaels. Thank you for your continued support.
Mass Obligation: There is no Sunday or weekday Mass – the Sunday obligation
has been lifted for the time being. We can still pray together and look after one
another. We can take care of those around us who might be in need. We can build
up a sense of community in the area in which we live and maybe we relearn the
simple things of faith whilst we hunger for the Bread of Life in the Eucharist.
Mass Livestreamed: Several parishes throughout the country are livestreaming
the Mass each day: Clifton Cathedral Sunday Mass is @ 9.30am;
St John The Evangelist Church, Bath Sunday Mass is at 10.00am. Please check
their website for weekday Mass times and also the Rosary and other services.
Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Lord Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love
you above all things, and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul, so tat
I may unite myself wholly to you, now and forever. Amen
Memorare: Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known
that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thine
intercession was left unaided. Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin
of virgins, my mother; to thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful.
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear
and answer me. Amen.
We can still be instruments of peace, of joy, of faith and love in so many ways. We
are a community of hope and faith and love, and we can still be proclaimers of the
Gospel even when our normal, everyday routine is upset. May God watch over
each and every one of us, and remind us – always – that he is near.
Please stay well and stay safe. God Bless.
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