Father Malachy also puts prisoners in touch with
agencies that might be able to help them, tries to
provide support when they are released, and keeps in
touch with their families and friends.

Signs of hope

Working alongside chaplains from other faiths has
made him reflect on his own faith, he says. “I admire
the prayerfulness of Muslims, the deep stillness
of Buddhists, the generosity of Sikhs, the sense of
belonging of Jewish people and the awareness of the
presence of God in my Hindu friends.”

He says prison chaplains are called to be signs of
hope in situations where often there is despair. “Hope
isn’t wishful thinking, but is real conviction based on
an experience of the Lord’s presence in our lives.

“It is generated in our hearts when another human
being tells me, ‘You are worth it.” Chaplains say
this by their unconditional but wise loving presence.
Our chaplaincy work is about seeing beyond what
appears on the surface and discovering the child of
God within everyone we meet.

“After all, it was a convicted criminal who uttered
those amazing words of faith, ‘Remember me when
you come into your kingdom.” Dying on the cross,
alongside him, the Lord said, ‘“Today you will be
with me in paradise.””

my offence to the Lord”
And you, Lord, have forgiven
the guilt of my sin. (R.)

3. You are my hiding place, O Lord;
you save me from distress.
You surround me with cries of deliverance.
(R)

4. Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord,
exult, you just!
O come, ring out your joy,
all you upright of heart. (R.)

SECOND READING (Galatians 2:16. 19-21)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the
Lord;

no one can come to the Father except through
me.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL (Luke 7:36 - 8:3)

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
One thing | seek: to dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:

Zechariah 12:10-11; 13:1; Galatians 3:26-29;
Luke 9:18-24
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situations into which Father
Malachy Keegan has to try to
bring hope.

Father Malachy has spent
twelve years in prison
chaplaincy, seven of them
as chaplain at HMP Brixton
in London. He first became
involved in prisons while
working in Ecuador.

He is now head of the
Catholic chaplaincy team,
which covers the 139 prisons
in England and Wales. Prison
chaplains are the Church’s
way of responding to words of Jesus in the
Gospel of Matthew: “I was in prison and you
visited me.”

Never giving up

His primary role, Father Malachy says, is to
accompany prisoners on their journey. He
visits them in their cells and on the wings.

“As chaplains our message is, even though
others may have given up on you, and you may
even have given up on yourself, the Lord will
never give up on you and loves you more than
you can imagine.”

Working in a prison is often very demanding,
he admits. “Each day, we are involved in
crisis after crisis as we seek to be alongside
the people in our care. And those who end up
in prison often are the most vulnerable and
marginalised people in our society.”

He admits he was very nervous the first time he
walked into a prison. “When I first celebrated
Mass in a prison, I placed an altar candle in a
certain position on the altar, and a very large
prisoner told me, in no uncertain terms, that the
candle should be placed on the left of the altar,
not on the right. I decided to take his advice!
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