RESPONSE: Send forth your Spirit, O Lord,
and renew the face of the earth.

or: Alleluia!

1. Bless the Lord, my soul!
Lord God, how great you are.
How many are your works, O Lord!
The earth is full of your riches. (R.)

2. You take back your spirit, they die,
returning to the dust from which they came.

SECOND READING (Romans 8:8-17)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL (John 14:15-16. 23-26)

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and
they spoke of the great things God had done,
alleluia.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: Proverbs 8:22-31; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15
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the coming of the Spirit, both of which draw on
the stories of creation in the book of Genesis.
These connections offer a fitting conclusion to our
Eastertide reflections on creation.

ACT OF CREATION

The giving of the Spirit is an act of creation.
Something new comes into being - on the day of
Pentecost, the Church is born. Luke’s account of
this day, in the Acts of the Apostles, speaks of a
noise“like a powerful wind from heaven’, recalling
the Ruach of God, which hovered over the water
at the beginning of Genesis (Genesis 1:2). This
Hebrew word can mean wind, spirit or breath, and

in Genesis. The breath is, once again, the Ruach of
God, breathed over and into the disciples, in the
same way that God breathed a breath of life into
the nostrils of the earth-creature God fashioned
out of dust from the soil (Genesis 2:7). The Spirit
that is given to us is the same Spirit involved in the
creation of the whole of the natural world and in
the creation of humankind. As today’s psalm sings,
when the Spirit is sent forth, “they are created; and
you renew the face of the earth”.

The Spirit brings the work of Jesus to fulfilment
- God's Spirit and God's Word are intimately
interrelated, such that they can never be

NV HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH






