RESPONSE: God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet

Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23)

1. All peoples, clap your hands, Alleluia!
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,

great king over all the earth. (R.)

GOSPEL (Luke 24:46-53)

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
2. God goes up with shouts of joy;

the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. of the world, alleluia.
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blast. GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
or: Alleluia! Go, make disciples of all the nations;

Iam with you always; yes, to the end of time.

I, the Lord, am with you always, until the end
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readings from the Acts of the Apostles about the
mission of the early Church. Our understanding
of this mission can be enriched and deepened by
considering it from the point of view of creation.

Boby oF CHrisT

After Christ’s ascension, the members of the
Church are called to be his body on earth. A prayer
that is frequently attributed to Teresa of Avila
expresses this mystery in a beautiful way:

“Christ has no body now on earth but
yours, no hands but yours, no feet but
yours, Yours are the eyes through which

go about doing good. Yours are the hands
by which he is to bless us now.”

As this prayer makes clear, our identity as members
of the body of Christ is fostered by looking
outward, by giving ourselves away in service, as
Christ did. He did not cling to his divine status, but
emptied himself for others; and we are called to
do the same (Philippians 2:5-11). St Teresa’s prayer
encourages us to live lives at the service of our
brothers and sisters in the human community,
especially those who are poorer. It prompts us to
be compassionate creatures, living in harmony
with the earth and with all the members of the
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