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proposes a groundbreaking diversion from what is
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present moment.

ASS TEXT

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Come, let us worship the Lord. Let us bow
down in the presence of our maker, for he is
the Lord our God.

FIRST READING (Isaiah 6:1-8)
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 137

RESPONSE: Before the angels | will bless you,
O Lord.

1. Ithank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels | will bless you.
| will adore before your holy temple. (R.)

2. | thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day | called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.)

3. All earth’s kings shall thank you
when they hear the words of your mouth.

They shall sing of the Lord’s ways:
“How great is the glory of the Lord!” (R.)

4. You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands. (R.)

SECOND READING (1 Corinthians 15:1-11)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Follow me, says the Lord,

and | will make you fishers of men.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL (Luke 5:1-11)

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Give praise to the Lord for his kindness, for his
wonderful deeds towards men. He has filled
the hungry with good things, he has satisfied
the thirsty.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 17:5-8; 1 Corinthians 15:12. 16-20; Luke 6:17. 20-26
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Andrea Mantegna, The Presentation of Chr

Unlike the other evangelists, Luke displays
a particular interest in old people — only in
his Gospel do we meet the venerable ancients
in Elizabeth and Zechariah, Simeon and Anna.
Although well on in years, they are not fascinated
by the past, absorbed by the good old days, poring
over old photograph albums.

Many young people expect older people to
disapprove automatically of what is current,
to be suspicious of new developments and new
creations. I remember soon after I joined the
Redemptorists, when most people in the land
were keen to own that exciting new invention,
the recently developed “transistor radio”, our
beloved Father Provincial said solemnly: “As
long as I am Provincial of the London Province,
no Redemptorist shall own a transistor radio!”

Looking to the future

Luke’s old people are not drawn to the past through
nostalgia but towards the future in hope. The poet
Philip Larkin spoke of this tendency in old age
when he wrote:

“Perhaps being old is having lighted rooms
Inside your head, and people in them, acting.
People you know, yet can't quite name: each looms
Like a deep loss restored. ..

That is where they live:
Not here and now, but where all happened once.”

Luke’s old people live in the here and now,
primed for what is to come: what is still to happen
dominates their life. They are still excited about
life, about tomorrow and what the future holds.
For Luke, it is their faith, the faith of the ancients






