ST PETER’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH

7 St Peter’s Road, Cirencester GL7 1RE
[Telephone: Cirencester 01285 652 087]
www.stpeterscirencester.org

Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Davies
Permanent Deacon: Rev. J Fothergill
Welcome to our church. If you are a visitor, we hope that you will enjoy
your stay in Cirencester. If you are new to the Parish, please make
yourself known to someone in the congregation. Saturday evening and
Sunday morning, there will be a ‘welcoming person’ with a badge.
Readings (Year C) page 798. For details, see back page.

First Mass of Sunday: Saturday 6 pm
Sunday Mass: 9.30 am (Joyce Coppenhall R.LP.).
11 am (Tom Tooley).

Mon 25 Jan Mass 10 am : The Conversion of St Paul.

Tue 26 Jan Mass 10 am : Saint Timothy and Saint Titus

Wed 27 Jan Funeral Mass 11 am for Eleanor Tyrer R.IP.

Thur 28 Jan Mass 10 am : Saint Thomas Aquinas

Fri 29 Jan Mass 10 am

Sat 30 Jan Mass 10 am : Special Intention
Confessions 10.30-11 am, 5-5.30 pm

Please pray for:

- those who are sick, including Tina Dick, José Lock, Irene Grouch, Fr Frank
Loughran, Carla Marshall, Eric Graham, Paul Mahoney, Maisie Norton, Lucy
Telling, Claire Halliday, Harold Adams, Irene Spaul, Sally Walsh, Alice Walsh,
Philip Langton, Ann Wall, Gwen Murphy, Dorothy Godleman, Cesira Franco,
Tom Tooley, Clive Owlett, Mary Kinson, Bethany Mickleburgh

(Please inform Fr Michael of any changes to be made to the above lisf)
- those whose anniversaries occur about this time, including Mary Appleton,
Sheila Lawrence, Emmy Dinkel, Edna Garfield, Desmond Doherty, Blanche
Johnstone, Elizabeth Read

Churches Together in Cirencester

UNITED SERVICE during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:
This Sunday, 24 January 6 pm at the Baptist Church, Coxwell Street.
A SERVICE OF HOPE for Holocaust Memorial Day.

This Wednesday, 27 January 1-1.30 pm in Cirencester Parish Church.

NEWMAN ASSOCIATION

Afternoon talk: The Dissolution of the Monasteries in Gloucestershire.
Lounge of Sacred Hearts Hall, Moorend Road, Charlton Kings, 2.30 pm on
Tuesday 2 February. All welcome. Admission £3 (members £1).

FINANCE

Weekend 16/17 January 2010: £406.

Gift Aid: £415, yielding a tax rebate of £111. Total: £932.

Next weekend, 30/31 January, there will be a Second Collection in response to
the CAFOD Appeal for Haiti.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Parish Retreat: Saturday 6 November at Brownshill.

Readers’ Day: Saturday 17 April, 10.30-11.30, 11.45-12.45. A return visit by
Doreen Wyatt, a member of the Diocesan Liturgy Team — her first visit was
greatly appreciated by those who were able to attend, but several Readers were
absent and have asked for her to return.

Lent Discussion Group: Wednesdays in Lent (from 24 Feb) following 10 am
Mass.

‘A Way through the Wilderness: Experiencing God’s help in times of crisis’ — a
five session course which explores God’s promise to comfort his people as they
struggle through life’s wildernesses.

Stations of the Cross: Fridays in Lent, following 10 am Mass.

BARN DANCE
Saturday 13 February, Parish Hall, 7-10.30 pm. Adults £5, Children £2. Light
supper, licensed bar. Tickets on sale after Mass. Invest now! ;

JANUARY IS THE MONTH OF THE INFANT JESUS

Prayer Intentions: Candidates for the Sacraments, Women, the Needy and Hungry of
the World, Penitents and Wanderers

PRAYER

St Peter’s Book, for you to write your prayers, can be found at the back of church.

If you have an urgent request for prayer, contact the Prayer Line on 01451 860609 or
01666 860387.




ey e = een .

1.The law of the Lord is perfect,
it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.)

2.The precepts of the Lord are right,
they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear,
it gives light to the eyes. (R.)

3.The fear of the Lord is holy,
abiding for ever.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Lord has sent me

to bring the good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL (Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21)
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Look up at the Lord with gladness and smile;
your face will never be ashamed.

NEXT SUNDAY'’S READINGS:

Jeremiah 1:4-5.17-19; 1 Corinthians 12:31 - 13:13; Luke 4:21-30
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Acertam that God s plan is unfolding in human
history, that the divine purpose is working itself
out at the heart of every day. Some people see
life as a catalogue of the absurd. They argue that
we live in a world of contingency: everything is
provisional and makeshift; the progress of a life
with its myriad and complicated choices, they
argue, defies real explanation.

In contrast, Luke is a great believer in God’s
saving plan for the whole of humanity. Luke uses
the verb “to save” more than any other evangelist,
which is a key to understanding his Gospel. At the
beginning of Luke’s narrative, the angels and the
prophet Simeon witness to the great revelation
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opens his Gospel he begins the story of Jesus with
the patriarch Abraham, firmly setting Jesus’ story
within the sweep of Jewish history. Luke’s genealogy
does not limit Jesus’ ancestry to Abraham but goes
way back to Adam, the first human being. In this
way Luke connects Jesus to every human being. He
belongs not only to those who believe in him; he is
given as a gift to the whole of humanity.

Power of prophecy

Jesus’ ministry in Luke’s Gospel begins in failure
when he returns to his home town in Nazareth (Luke
4:16-30). The whole account moves from quick
admiration, through sour disapproval, to violent
rejection. Everyone in this village in the hills of



